
Astronomy Club of Asheville December 2026 Sky Events

The Long Night Moon Glides Past Saturn

The first-quarter, waxing Long Night Moon glides past 
the planet Saturn, in the constellations Pisces (the 
Fishes) on the nights of December 17 & 18.  This year 
the Long Night Moon is “full” on the night of 
December 23/24.

On these nights, our planetary “lord of the rings” is 
located some 852 million miles (76 light minutes) 
behind the Moon.  Saturn remains in excellent 
viewing position for closer inspection by folks using a 
small telescope.   At a magnification of just 50x, you 
can easily distinguish its ring system and at least 4 of 
its nearly 300 known moons.
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